
Threadbender’s Programs from Oct. 2018 to March 2019 
March 2019 
 
Show and Share 
~ M argaret brought pictures of members weaving on a unique 
metal loom that Laurene owned. 
~ K irsten shared a sample from a workshop on weaving fractals. 
She created and drafted the project by hand. It was very 
interesting to hear exactly how the design evolved. 
~ D ebi showed us how changing size of knitting needles can be 
used to change the size of a project instead of increasing or 
decreasing stitches. She was also wearing a beautiful sweater she had knitted. 
~ E laine  brought pictures of her newest adorable lambs. 
~ Denine told us about the Baby Mac 8 shaft portable loom that she will have in time for 
the Shadow Weave workshop. This loom will be even more special because the sale of 
some of her woven items helped to pay for it. Well Done! 
 

  



~ E va  s hared the progress of the beautiful sweater she is knitted and showed us how to 
knit both sleeves at the same time...amazing! She is also knitting a scarf that will have a 
woven edge. 
~ Pam M brought 2 scarves she had woven inspired by Threadbenders past 
workshops. The warp was from the “Painted Warp” workshop and the weave structures, 
basketweave and birds eye, from the sample woven at the “Beginning Weaving” 
workshop. 
 

 
 
~ C arol E is using her stash of small yardage fabric to create unique tunics. 



 



 
 

Congratulations Cynthia!!! 
 
We couldn’t miss the opportunity to say CONGRATULATIONS to Cynthia one 
more time for her amazing achievement in completing her level 2 Certificate of 
Excellence as a Master Weaver. ( I learned at the celebration in Weiser that 
there are only 59 weavers in the world with this certification) Margaret learned 
of a Doubleweave book that Cynthia wants, but it has been out of print for 
quite some time, while one was located, it wasn’t here in time for the meeting. 
So a *stand-in” book was presented to Cynthia to be unwrapped. (a double 
surprise for Cynthia) Lunch was topped off with a delicious apple chocolate 
cake made by Margaret. 
 
~ C ynthia  wove an original wall hanging for her daughter. It 
is a beautiful stylized representation of trees. The gradation of the blue sky to 
the green of the leaves to the darker shadow tones is an inspiring use of color. 





 
 
 
Program: Energizing and Calming a Composition by Cynthia 
WOW! Cynthia’s journey through the COE certainly filled our minds with 
information pertinent to anyone with an interest in weaving at any level. We 
were inspired and in awe of the number and variety of the samples woven for 
the L evel I 
certification. Cynthia had to study many 
weave structures that are loom controlled and 
weaver controlled, then master them to show 
she had acquired the technical skill and broad 
knowledge to successfully complete Level I. 

 
 
Level II is an in depth study. Part of the journey is self reflection and focusing 
what appeals to you and why in all forms of art. How does music make you 
feel? What about a particular painting do you like: the use of color, 
composition, symmetry or asymmetry or a combination of both, etc? 
Cynthia narrowed her study to “The Interaction of Color and Design in blocks”. 
How can you affect the mood of a composition with the placement, size and 
color of blocks? We were exposed to so many ideas and things to think about 



in that one afternoon, we should have recorded it so we could revisit it and 
reinforce what we learned. 

 
 
 
 
  
 



 
 



February 2019 
 
In lieu of a program we will be going to Laurene’s house after lunch for her fiber materials and 
equipment sale.  
Show and Share 
Maureen has accomplished a lot in the past month. She warped her loom for the first 
time and brought her beautifully finished samples of mug rugs. 
Denine shared two interesting scarves woven with painted warp from our previous 
workshop. Debi brought the sweater she is knitting with beautiful yarn and interesting 
pattern. 
Eva  s howed us her amazing needle felted wizard and owl. 
Carol E i s continuing in Saori weaving with great results. She is interested in any extra 
thrums that folks may have to incorporate in her projects. 
Margaret brought Bluie, who was created at the January program (more below) She 
also shared 3 1/2 yds of fabric made from a variety of yarns from a yarn exchange. In 
January, we were able to feel the fabric before washing, there was a dramatic change it 
the hand of the fabric after washing, and different shrinkage depending on the type of 
yarn. 
Vicki shared her sampler from the weaving workshop with Vila and a wonderful branch 
weaving of a fish. 
Cynthia  brought samples from a workshop in Boise on fractals, which are never ending 
patterns that repeat in different sizes. The patterns looked amazing and complicated. 
Lisa  shared about warping an 8H loom 22 EPI in an undulating twill and is also working 
on a rug on another loom.  
 
January 2019 
 
SHOW AND SHARE 
Lisa:  a beautiful rag rug made with Pendleton selvages, a clever bag made for her 
double weave from the last workshop with a strap Lisa made on an inkle loom, and 
adorable needle felted sheep and pony. 
Carol H: shared an amazing book of needle felted art, a wonderful hedge hog and 
pumpkin she needle felted and a dragon. 
Margaret: brought Henrietta, the “sheep of many colors”, for a return visit in honor of 
our program AND 3 2⁄3 yards of kitchen towels that have been on her loom for a long 
time, we’re looking forward to seeing the finished towels in Feb. 
Denine: 19 beautiful napkins made with Tubular Spectrum yarns 



Carol E: 4  very different scarves, 2 Saori, 1 linen yellow and teal, and 1 made with 
ribbons. Lunch: provided by Elaine, it was delicious! Thank You ! 
Program: Needle felting with armature 
As preparation before the meeting, Elaine had us watch Sarafina’s U-tube 
video on how to make a chick. Elaine made this one for a sample >>>>>>> 
We started our chicks by selecting our colors. The armature was created by 
bending 22 gauge wire to make the legs and feet. Even more challenging was 
neatly wrapping the wire with wool roving. To complete the armature, we 
added a wire to the leg wire; this second wire was bent to create a tail and 
continue up to be shaped into the head and beak. Next we began needling the 
wool roving onto the armature to create the body and personality of our little 
chicks. Below are our lovely creations! Thank you Elaine for providing all of 
the supplies, we learned a lot while having fun. 

 



 
 
 
December 2018 
 
December Holiday Gathering from Margaret 
 
Festive decorations and a beautifully set table for 14 welcomed the guild 
members, some with spouses (and one son!), to the Historic Union Hotel on 
the 9th of December. Gifts of varying sizes and shapes more than filled one 
table and the poking and prodding didn't give any secrets away. After 
mingling, we were served our dinners--enjoyed by all. But, the real fun was yet 
to come. Amid "oohs" and "ahs" and laughter--and sounds of dismay as a gift 
was adopted by another--all the packages were opened. Steve was once 
again the "star of the show" as he admired the clutching hand he acquired. All 
gifts were taken home (none in the garbage) and some are bound to appear 
some other year. Be prepared! 



 
 
November 2018 
 
Program for November 17th Meeting: 'Easy, Peasy Project' Challenge 
Our meeting in November will be held at the Crossroads Art Center upstairs 
meeting room, 10am-3pm, Saturday, November 17th. Please bring your own 
brown bag lunch and a mug for coffee or tea, AND a weaving project, planned 
or in progress or completed, to share. 



Our program will be a followup to our October Beginning Weaving Workshop 
with Vila Cox. Please be thinking about what project you would propose for 
yourself or another weaving friend just getting familiar with her loom. Let's 
help each other launch our first weaving projects by sharing examples we 
have woven or plan to weave! 
I am asking each weaver to bring a pattern, photo, sketch, or idea, with yarn 
samples or weaving swatches if possible, of a project that would be easy to do 
either on a 4 harness loom or on a rigid heddle loom. Perhaps you can bring 
printed copies of the pattern or sketch to share, as well. 
OR: Please bring a project that's "in progress." Maybe you could bring your 
table loom to our gathering to demonstrate/allow others to have some 
hands-on experience. Completed examples are welcome, too. 
 
Hint:  there are many on-line sources for free weaving patterns for scarves, 
table runners, tea towels, bags, etc. Here are two sources: 
https://www.interweave.com/free-weaving-patterns/ OR- 
https://woolery.com/weaving-accessories/free-weaving-patterns.html 
Check out the possibilities and dream up a plan that suits you! 
 
Show and Share: 
Cynthia : brought several weavings by Aubrey Miller who used the Moorman 
inlay weaving technique, as well as many other types of weaving applications 
to make his impressive wall hangings unique. Watch for Weaving as an Art 
Form  on the library list to learn more about this technique. 
Kirsten: showed a Rep weave project from a workshop. She shared that 
sometimes it is good to get out of your comfort zone when choosing your 
colors. At the workshop, they chose their favorite colors and wrapped them to 
plan their project, but then had to pass their wrapping to someone else and 
work with the wrapping they received instead of their own. 
Kata : travelled to attend a workshop with a friend on Norwegian Tapestry 
Weaving. She had taken a “cartoon” as a guide, however, it was simplified 
down to one wolf for her first weaving. The weaving is done with the cartoon 
placed sideways under the warp, a challenge to be sure, but the end result is 
great. 



Carol E: shared silk scarves that she had dyed with cochineal bugs and 
different varieties of Barberry leaves. The scarves had beautiful muted colors. 
She had used Maple leaves as a pattern and outlined them with pigma pens. 
Pam M: brought a notebook she started in an effort to make different shades 
of gray yarn by blending black and white fiber. 
 
October 2018 
 
October Workshop:  
We had ten participants, the maximum for the class. A few were brand new 
weavers, others had woven 20 – 30 years ago, but wanted a refresher before 
getting started again, and a few were active weavers who were self-taught 
and now wished to find out how an expert approaches things. 
The instructor was Vila Cox from Boise – http://warpedandwonderful.com – 
who had a great program prepared and was quite open to questions, so the 
class became interactive. After introduction to the subject, Vila started by 
demonstrating the use of a warping board, then handed out pre-wound warps, 
so too much class time was not used on that part. The rest of the time 
alternated between discussion of the next step in warping and then doing it: 
figuring set; how to slay various sizes of reeds; reading a draft and threading 
heddles accordingly; tying and winding on to the back beam; tying on to the 
front and spreading the warp with a header – then finding  and  fixing  errors, 
almost the most important part, the comment empowerment w as heard! 
Sunday was used to start weaving a twill gamp that could be finished at home. 
The workshop was fun with lots of learning and cooperation. Everybody was 
tired, but had very positive comments when packing up to leave Sunday 
afternoon. 
 
All in all, a great success leading to an enriched guild. 
 
Acquisition: Next Steps in Weaving what you never knew you needed to 
know by Pattie Graver. This was a book recommended by Vila, I will bring the 
guild’s copy to the Nov. meeting. 



THANK YOU ~ Cynthia for getting the ball rolling: the WEGO grant, contacting 
Vila, and setting up the library space. Kirsten for writing the WEGO report, 
keeping in touch with Vila, keeping us informed, juggling the participants list, 
AND taking such good care of us during the workshop!  

Kata Bulinski 
Our dear friend and weaving buddy, Kata, passed away in January. We are 
heartbroken and sad at this sudden loss, but we only have to think of Kata’s 
uplifting and gentle spirit to begin to heal. By example, she taught us that 
creativity in fiber arts is “unique” and limitless, like weaving with yarn made out 
of old T-shirts, or Branch Weaving, using parts of a the branch as the 
framework for your project. Then she introduced us to Saori Weaving, where 
there are literally no mistakes, let your imagination be your guide, and go for 
it. She was truly a great inspiration to try new things!  Her thirst to try new 
“things” was amazing, but she touched us the most with her sincere caring for 
us as individuals. Always positive and a good FRIEND !  



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The last person who spoke at the Celebration of Kata's Life shared this poem; 
it was on or near Kata's chair.  I don't recall if she read the whole poem or 
parts of it.  Just thought I'd share for you to read/ponder if you choose. 
 
"Little Gidding," PART V 
T. S. Eliot 
 
What we call the beginning is often the end 
And to make an end is to make a beginning. 
The end is where we start from. And every phrase 
And sentence that is right (where every word is at home, 
Taking its place to support the others, 
The word neither diffident nor ostentatious, 
An easy commerce of the old and the new, 
The common word exact without vulgarity, 



The formal word precise but not pedantic, 
The complete consort dancing together) 
Every phrase and every sentence is an end and a beginning, 
Every poem an epitaph. And any action 
Is a step to the block, to the fire, down the sea's throat 
Or to an illegible stone: and that is where we start. 
We die with the dying: 
See, they depart, and we go with them. 
We are born with the dead: 
See, they return, and bring us with them. 
The moment of the rose and the moment of the yew-tree 
Are of equal duration. A people without history 
Is not redeemed from time, for history is a pattern 
Of timeless moments. So, while the light fails 
On a winter's afternoon, in a secluded chapel 
History is now and England. 
With the drawing of this Love and the voice of this Calling 
We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring 
Will be to arrive where we started 
And know the place for the first time. 
Through the unknown, unremembered gate 
When the last of earth left to discover 
Is that which was the beginning; 
At the source of the longest river 
The voice of the hidden waterfall 
And the children in the apple-tree 
Not known, because not looked for 



But heard, half-heard, in the stillness 
Between two waves of the sea. 
Quick now, here, now, always-- 
A condition of complete simplicity 
(Costing not less than everything) 
And all shall be well and 
All manner of thing shall be well 
When the tongues of flames are in-folded 
Into the crowned knot of fire 
And the fire and the rose are one. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Lisa R. Bushman 
Threadbender’s WeGO representative 
 



Memories of Laurene 

Laurene, a long time member of Threadbender’s Guild, passed this month.  

● “We have lost a wonderful, caring individual who was a giant among 

weavers.  She will be missed by all who knew her.” ~ Pam  P. 

● “May Laurene's spirit shine brightly in all of us.” ~Denine 

● “Laurene, has always been my storyteller, whether it was when she 

shared her tent with me, in Safeway, on a loom, everywhere and so 

she will remain.”  ~Mickey 

● “A friend, a weaver, a camp buddy, a travel companion, an inspiration -- 

all good memories that will last.” ~Kirsten 

● “ We are blessed to have had Laurene in our guild.” ~ Pam M. 

● “ I will treasure my memories of Laurene, especially our camp times: our 

early morning chats, watching her rugs grow from a picture in her mind, 

her waist expanding breakfasts.  She will be with us in our hearts and 

minds.”  ~ Barbara Taylor 

● “My heart grieves .... Denine's photo: what a wonderful capture of the 

woman Laurene was! ... indomitable, brave and true. As the cancer 

riddled her body, her spirit could not be defeated. I am inspired by 

knowing her and witnessing her fight to the end ... and her life's 

energy and beauty, captured in that smile!  I thank all of my weaving 

women for the camaraderie shared in the Threadbender's.”  ~Vicki 

● “As most of you know, Carol H. and I were just in the Southwest seeing 

many beautiful Navajo rugs and thinking of Laurene when we received 

the email that she had passed away.  Somehow, it seemed appropriate 

that we had just been looking at beautiful works that had reminded us of 

her when we got the news.  So sad.  She will be missed, but will live on 

in our hearts.” ~Carol E. & Carol H. 

● “Ladies...I’m sorry for your loss of a wonderful friend and obviously a 

very talented fiber artists. While I only met Laurene once, I was inspired 

by her collection of yarns/fabrics and purchased a small share for my 

collection...with some of the Pendleton scraps that I got from her I made 

a crochet basket last week for my society fundraiser...so maybe her 

inspiration will live on through the fibers in our creations.”  ~Eva 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


