
Guild Activity Report 

Guild:  Aurora Colony Handspinner’s Guild 

Representative:  Carrie Rohn 

From: April 2019 to October 2019 

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS: 

April - We didn't have a meeting because our facility was unavailable. 

May –  Alissa Allen gave a talk about our local mushrooms and lichens that are used for 

dying.  

June- Members presented their finished pieces from our Shetland Sheep Fiber Challenge.  

There were spun skeins, weavings, knitted garments and some felted creatures and wall 

art.  Prizes were fiber related and brought back from The organizers trip to Wool Week in 

Shetland.    

July – No meeting was held.  

August – Member Stetson Weddle spoke about taking the Mastery in Handspinning 

program at Olds College  It was a multiple year course learning about various wool 

breeds in the first year along with dying, spinning, weaving, knitting, crochet, 

needlepoint and lots of research and writing.  The second year focused on color, blended 

color, spinning for a purpose and spinning quality. The third year was learning about 

twists per inch such as only 1 twist per inch.  Did you know that the linen used for 

mummy wrapping was 300 ends per inch?  

September –  A presentation was made about the guilds consolidation of our web site, 

Facebook groups, membership, newsletters and announcement and way of paying dues 

all rolled into a program through Club Express.  Members were shown how to develop 

their profile and helped with any issues.   

 

 SPECIAL EVENTS: 

Fiber Fair - This annual April event combines an open-to-the-public spin-in with 

vendors, a beginning spinning class, a presentation on how to prepare skeins for fair 

entry, a Portuguese knitting demonstration, a demonstration on how to get ready for 

spindle spinning, door prizes and a couple of spectacular raffle baskets.     

 

Spin-In, Tea, and Potluck - Our annual tea was held in April at the Butteville Store and 

was attended by around 60 people.  The theme this year was Mad for Plaid and did we 

ever have some plaids.  It was a great time to meet new members. 

 

 Picnic and Dye Day – A full day of spinning and dyeing in July was held at the Aurora 

Colony Museum with several talks about dying techniques.  Around 50 members 

participated until the guild butane stoves died one at a time.  Members with their own 

equipment shared and some dyers decided to give dying a try at home. 

 

Mycopigments Workshop - This was a one, two or three day class with Alissa Allen 

who taught us about dying with mushrooms and lichens that grow in our area.  The first 

day was a field study in a park and learning to test for color.  The second day was spent 

learning about our regional dye palette and the third day we dyed all day long using 



multiple fibers and maximizing the dye potential of our mushrooms.  We had some 

amazing results and everyone was thrilled. 

   

October Workshops - The all day class was Beginning Spinning.  The Half day classes 

were Beginning Spindle Spinning, One-Hand Jack: Spinning with one hand, One Pot 

Wonder: Kettle dying, Viking Knitting, Kumihimo, and Mastering the Support Spindle.  

There were also a spin-in, potluck and vendors tables.  

 

 

 

 


