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May – A representative from the Northwest Fibershed talked to us about the group’s efforts to re-establish 
the production of flax for fiber in the Willamette Valley. This used to be a big deal in Salem with even the State 
Penitentiary involved. Inspired us to plant some flax seeds. 
 
A week later we participated in the Willamette Heritage Center’s annual Sheep to Shawl event. The guild 
coordinated fiber arts activities in the Dye House, including weaving, spinning, carding, needlework and more. 
It is always such a fun activity. 
 
June – We ended the meeting year with a potluck in the studio. As always, good food and good visiting. 
 
July-August – June was our last meeting until fall, so we spent July and August prepping for the 2018 Oregon 
State Fair (several members are key players in the textiles section) and the annual handweavers’ sale 
scheduled for October. Some members also found themselves recruited to jobs with the ANWG 2021 
conference committee. 
 
August -- Aurora Colony Handspinners and SFG coordinated 11 full days of weaving and spinning during the 
Oregon State Fair in the WeGo booth. We had several looms available for visitors to try and offered a make-
and-take project using little looms made from foam board. Quite a hit with both kids and adults. We also had a 
Fleece to Shawl activity running most days of the fair. The carders carded, spinners spun, then the weavers 
wove two brown and white shawls, one on a rigid heddle loom and one on a floor loom. And a knitter knitted 
a cute little cap. 
 
September – In September, two of our members, Penny and Cathy, both definitely color-and-texture, outside- 
the-box weavers, told us what inspires them and showed some of their products. We will follow this up in 
January with a meeting devoted to members sharing their inspirations for weaving projects. 
 
October – The annual handweavers’ sale was the first weekend in October and went quite well. This is our 
main fundraising event with most of the proceeds going toward the Willamette Heritage Center. In addition to 
the sales, we have several demonstrators of fiber arts like rug hooking and lace making as well as vendors of 
fiber-related items. 
 
The October meeting featured Jennifer Moore with Music, Mathematics and Magic in Doubleweave, a multi-
media presentation that delighted everyone. This followed a three-day workshop with Jennifer on Double 
Rainbow Doubleweave. Reports are that is was quite challenging, but the participants learned a lot and 
enjoyed it. 
 
Year ‘Round – Every Friday is Fiber Fun Friday in the studio. All members are invited to bring a favorite project, 
their lunch and hang out for a couple hours to visit and share. This is providing to be especially appealing to 
members who do not weave, but are interested in interacting with other fiber artists. 
 
In General – We are benefiting from the amazing resurgence of interest in weaving. Our membership is over 
90, twice what it was three or four years ago. And our weaving lessons, offered as part of the WHC education 
program, is booked up until spring. 


